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forecast this more accurately than he did.
Events showed that his anxiety was exag-
gerated. But he was right to take every pre-
caution, for the Suez Canal and Egypt were the
vulnerable points which must be protected at
all costs.
His plan was for an expedition to Ayas Bay
on the coast of Asia Minor. A landing at that
point would present no difficulty, and would be
within reach of the railway which runs from
opposite Constantinople south-eastwards to
Alexandretta and thence southwards through
Damascus into Palestine. By cutting this rail-
way we should be able to hinder the advance
of Turkish forces towards the Canal and we
should be on the flank and rear of any which
passed to the southwards.
From a military point of, view this was a
most inexplicable proposal. The defence of the
Suez Canal was certainly all important. But
the General Staff pointed out that the scheme
had all the disadvantages of the Salonika pro-
ject. The railway was not a vital point in the
Turkish Empire, as Gaflipoli had been; a force
at Ayas Bay would not be within reach of
Constantinople. The Turks, advised by the
Germans, might, and probably would, leave us
there in peace and turn tfieir attention to
Russia. A large British force would be locked
up and unable to pull its weight, Shipping,
munitions, supplies, all urgently required else-
where, would continue to be diverted for no
useful purpose. Nothing could suit the Ger-
mans better than the dissemination of our
forces; already we hafl too much on hand out-